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M
ost of you have driven past the demo-
lition of the gas station on the corner 
of Lake View Canyon and Agoura 
roads – and have curiously awaited 
the transformation of that corner. 

VINEYARD AND WINE TASTING ROOM 
WITH OLIVE TREES; A FOUNTAIN; A COFFEE 
HOUSE AND A BAKERY
Come Spring, we’ll have our own piece of country-style living 
in Westlake Village - courtesy of John Notter of the Westlake 
Village Inn. �ere’ll be a fully-�edged vineyard with grape vari-
eties that are suited to the soil and climate of the area – produc-
ing wines that can be served at Mediterraneo restaurant. 

RIDE YOUR BIKE; WALK AND BRING YOUR DOG
More charmingly, Westlakians will have a bike-friendly, pedes-
trian-friendly and dog-friendly vineyard to visit.  Right next to 
Mediterraneo restaurant, there’ll be a Co�ee House, a Bakery with 
freshly-baked breads and a Wine Tasting Room. You can ride or 
walk to the Tuscan-styled property with your pets; purchase ready-
made picnic baskets and hang out in the serene environment for as 
long as you wish. It’s the kind of family-friendly countri�ed living 
that the Inn’s CFO, Chris Cuilty, envisioned for his own family.   
John Notter advised him to make it happen sooner than later.  He 
had been interested in purchasing a vineyard for the past twenty 
years and has had vineyards in his family for generations.

�ere are 17 prime acres that surround the Westlake Village 
Inn and most people who’ve chosen to live in the area would 
prefer that it retain its ecological, wide-open-space feel. Chris 

Our Own Tuscan Vineyard Relaxation 
Corner in Westlake Village
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Cuilty says, “We wanted to create some-
thing uniquely di�erent. I have a great love 
for gardening and so initially my vision 
was to build a garden with fresh herbs and 
vegetables for the restaurant. �e vision 
grew to a vineyard when Bob Kelly – from 
Paci�c Ridge Vineyard in Buellton, Cali-
fornia, came in and provided his expertise. 
He chose the right three grapes for the 
environment and we immediately went 
to work with a team of experts. Dennis 
Turner, a well-respected Malibu landscaper, came up with the 
design and orientation of the vineyard.”

21 mature Olive trees have been planted 
on the corner and a big, Tuscan-style foun-
tain will enhance the beauty and tranquility 
of the neighborhood. A suitable name for 
the Vineyard will be unveiled in April– 
done from a recent contest that yielded over 
500 entries. Elementary schools in the area 
will be invited on �eld trips that involve 
Viticulture and Organic Gardening. Chris 
says enthusiastically, “Maybe we can even 
have kids planting grapes themselves.  �e 

main thing is that this should be a Vineyard where families can 
get back to nature and enjoy a simple, pleasurable weekend that 

doesn’t involve a whole lot 
of money. We’re especially 
encouraging people to walk 
or ride to us.”

In August 2012, the �rst 
grapes from the vineyard 
will be harvested. From there 
they’ll go to the lab where 
the high-tech wine-making 
process begins. Before you 
know it, you’ll be toasting 
heart-of-Westlake wines that 
your children watched grow 
on the vines.

Localscapes

M
Vineyards in the sunrise of Semler Wines

“The main thing is that this 
should be a Vineyard where 
families can get back to 
nature and enjoy a simple, 
pleasurable weekend that 
doesn’t involve a whole lot 
of money. We’re especially 
encouraging people to walk 
or ride to us.”

Planting the Vineyard at Westlake Village Inn

Architectural Plans of the new Vineyard at Westlake Village Inn


